
 

 

 
 

CADTH - Patient Community Liaison Forum  
January 24 2017, teleconference  

Attended: Thank you to Robin Markowitz (CCAN) who chaired the meeting.   

Alexandra Chambers (CADTH), Connie Côté (HCCC), Durhane Wong-Rieger (Advocare), Gail Attara 

(BMC), Ken Bond (CADTH), Helen Mai (CADTH),  Marjorie Morrison (CCAN), Paulette Eddy (BMC),  Sarah 

Berglas (CADTH), Seema Nagpal (HCCC), Tamara Rader (CADTH), Trevor Richter (CADTH), Wayne 

Critchley (CORD).  Adam Waiser, HTA  Patient Engagement Navigator attended as an observer. 

Apologies: Trevor Richter (CADTH) 

1. Welcoming remarks / approvals 

Agenda approved. Summary of September meeting approved.  

 

2. Current and future role of forum  

All members shared their thoughts on aspects of the forum that were working well and had demonstrated 

success. All members agreed the forum was valuable.  The themes addressed were:  

- Good intentions by all; ‘more than a token exercise’  

- True participation by all members  

- Trust and relationships beyond the forum have been built  

- Important information shared with CADTH and between patient groups  

- Insights from the forum have guided CADTH’s patient engagement activities and processes 

- Appreciation shown by CADTH of what ‘patients bring to the table’  

- Culture of collaboration and commitment has developed  

- Forum members contributed to the evolution patient engagement  

- Able to ‘advance what needs to happen’  

 

Members then discussed what aspects of the forum’s role have yet to be realized and why they might not 

have been realized. Perspectives and solutions offered were:  

- Items can be raised and discussed, but not resolved. Greater use of named action items with a 

timeframe was needed. 

- Individuals or a task force can prepare a proposal with specific ideas to add to the agenda.  

- Opinions varied on the usefulness of a short CADTH update, rather than verbal presentations on 

each topic. All agreed that an opportunity to ask questions on items shared in the update was 

important.   

- Identification of “measurable” benchmarks and outcomes or evaluation needed.  

- Forum members opportunities and responsibilities to engage with community base to offer a wider 

range of perspectives at the teleconferences.   

- Potential for each group to add an observer member, to participate if a forum member was unable to 

attend.  

- During the round-table, individuals to remain focused on relevant HTA/CADTH issues. 
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The issue of remuneration for patient groups to provide input  to CADTH was raised by members.  CADTH 

confirmed that this issue is being explored. The member suggested that patient groups would like to be 

engaged in this discussion to support potential solutions.    

 

Finally, members explored possible new roles the forum could play. Ideas offered were:  

- Broaden discussion beyond patient input to include exploration of changes to patient engagement 

processes and structures; to include patient voices in HTA policy.  

- Systematic exploration of opportunities and challenges of patient engagement in HTA to build a 

vision of what patient engagement could look like, of what ideal collaboration would look like.  

- All agreed the focus of the forum was to remain on patient engagement within the context of HTA 

and CADTH.  

- Specific items for future discussion suggested at, or immeadiately after, the call were:  

- Develop a model for patient participation in (part of) CDEC meetings 

- Explore possibilities for parallel approaches for patient input 

- Review conflict of interest declarations  

- Explore potential for financial support for patient groups to provide patient input  

- Process for patient groups to provide information towards criteria and conditions of CDEC 

recommendations.  

- Early engagement in Health Canada/CADTH cooperation 

 

ACTION: CADTH to add “Matters Flowing from the Minutes”  to each standing agenda.  

ACTION: CADTH to add “Questions Flowing from CADTH Update” to each standing agenda 

ACTION: CADTH to add a “Forward Agenda”  to hold topics to be addressed in a future meeting. 

ACTION: CADTH to confirm dates for four meetings per year, a year in advance.  

ACTION: CADTH to adjust forum’s Terms of Reference to reflect “patient engagement’ instead of ‘patient 

input’ for approval or discussion next meeting.  

ACTION: CADTH to circulate an on-line survey to seek forum members’ views on prioritization of discussion 

items and solicit any further specific items to discuss. 

ACTION: CADTH to seek members’ willingness to add an regular observer member, who would participate 

in case of absence, as part of the survey above.  

 

3. Patient input template 
In response to a question on the status of the joint CDR / pCODR patient input template, CADTH described 

the wide range of feedback provided on the proposed revisions.  To ensure any revisions improve the 

existing templates, further discussions are needed.  Patients groups are aware that pan-Canadian 

Pharmaceutical Alliance (PCPA) uses CDEC’s and pERC’s recommendations and want to ensure PCPA is  

getting the information they need from patient input via CADTH. CADTH is in discussions with PCPA, 

including any specific needs from patient input.   

 
4. CADTH update 
A request was made for a presentation of the results of CADTH’s  2012 - 2016 evaluation be made to the 

group. The evaluation report and CADTH’s management response is now available:   

https://www.cadth.ca/about-cadth/how-are-we-doing/evaluation-reports  

https://www.cadth.ca/about-cadth/how-are-we-doing/evaluation-reports
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A question was raised regarding CADTH’s Heath Technology Management strategy. Health technology 

management of considers the use of drug and non-drug technologies over time, from the pre-market phase 

to adoption to real-world use to disinvestment. For more, see the information shared at CADTH’s Drug 

Portfolio Information Sessions in October 2016: https://www.cadth.ca/events/cadth-drug-portfolio-

information-sessions-2016  

 

CADTH is currently in discussions with our federal, provincial and territorial representatives and anticipate 
that we will be able to provide an update by CADTH’s symposium in April.   
 
ACTION: CADTH to organize a presentation on the evaulaton for next meeting.   

ACTION: CADTH to update the forum on health technology management at June meeting.   

 

https://www.cadth.ca/events/cadth-drug-portfolio-information-sessions-2016
https://www.cadth.ca/events/cadth-drug-portfolio-information-sessions-2016

